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GEORGES   BIZET   -    ACTIVITIES

Music Activities

1. A song in opera is called an aria.
An aria is sung to show the character’s innermost thoughts and feelings.

Work alone, with a partner or a group of three or four and take the folk song
My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean and practise interpreting it to show the
following moods:

a) happy and joyful.
b) sad and dejected.
c) angry.

Use changes in dynamics and tempo in your interpretation.
Remember, opera is a story told in music and the singers are required to act
as well as sing.

2. Complete the worksheets on pages 88 and 89 
Marking hint:   Since there are many variations for correct answers, have the
students change papers, mark each other’s work and refer to the teacher if
necessary.

Creative Writing Activities

1. Toreadors have always been viewed with the same admiration given to
today’s pop singers and movie stars.

Pretend that you are a fan watching the famous toreador, Escamillo, from
the stands in the arena.
Write a fan letter to Escamillo.   
Comment on:

a)    his costume
b)    his bravery
c)    his flair as he fights the bull.
d)    the general spectacle of the corrida (bull fight).
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2. Many people consider bull fighting cruel.
Write an article for the newspaper condemning bullfighting.
Your article should be about one page in length.
You should back up your opinions with facts.

Research Activities
 
1. Use the resources available to research bull fighting and use your notes to 

prepare a report on the topic.
Some areas to consider are:

- which countries accept bull-fighting as a sport?
- what are the rules?
- what is the procedure at a bull fight?
- are the rules the same in all countries?
- what is the running of the bulls in Pamplona, Spain?

2. The flamenco is one of the most famous gypsy dances of Spain.
Use the resources available to you to find out the history of the flamenco.
How is it danced?  
What instruments are used to accompany the flamenco?
Present your findings in the form of an essay.
You may illustrate your essay with a picture of a flamenco dancer.  
( See Art Activity 2,)

Art Activities

1. Create a poster to advertise the opera Carmen.
You may use paint or pastel on a sheet of 18" by 24" cartridge paper.
Your poster should be bright and colourful.  
It must include the name of the opera, where it is to be presented and the
dates of the performance.
Display the completed posters in the classroom or hallway.

2. Draw a flamenco dancer to accompany your essay for research activity #2.
The dancer can be male or female.
You can use paint, pastel or coloured pencils on a sheet of 8½" by 11"
cartridge paper.
Use the illustration as the title page of the essay.
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PETER  ILYICH   TCHAIKOVSKY   -   ACTIVITIES

Music Activities

1. Tchaikovsky wrote some of the world’s best known ballet music.
What is a ballet?
Name three ballets that have music written by Tchaikovsky.
Choose one and give a brief synopsis of the story.
Name one ballet written by another composer.
Write a brief outline of the story.

2. In written music, notes are used to show sound and rests are used to show
silence.
Study the information on page 102 , then complete the worksheet on 
page 103.

Creative Writing Activities

1. Read or tell the students the story of Romeo and Juliet. 
Retell the story in a modern setting.
This is the story of two groups of people who are enemies and hold
opposing views.    What groups of people in today’s society could fit this
description?
Your story must follow the same basic plot, but you can set it in any modern
setting.

2. Madame von Meck offered to give Tchaikovsky financial support so that he
could devote all his time to composing.

Write two letters.    The first one is from Madame von Meck to Tchaikovsky
giving details of her offer and its conditions.
The second letter is a reply from Tchaikovsky.  How do you think he would 
respond to her offer?  What would he say?


