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C. Expectations: - students will identify individual instruments of string,
woodwind, brass and percussion families.
- students will identify the specific sounds of individual
instruments of the orchestra.

Teacher Led Activities

1. Show pictures of various instruments, and categorize them according to the
instrument family.

2. Use a video or DVD of “Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra” by Benjamin
Britten.
Play the first section and listen to the whole orchestra, then instrument families as
they play the theme.
Review the names of instruments in each family.
Hand out Instruments of the Orchestra sheet (see page 95 ).
Listen to the second section of the composition where each instrument plays
individually.
Circle the picture of each instrument as it plays.

3. Play a CD or tape of “Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra.”
Ask students to identify the sounds of the instruments as they are played.
This is more difficult as the students cannot see the instruments.

4. Instrument Bingo by Cheryl Lavender.
Play this game as a class activity.

**4% Students should be able to recognize the sounds of instruments such as a violin,
double bass, trumpet, trombone, clarinet, bassoon, flute, and most percussion
instruments. However, this is a developing skill, and distinguishing some instruments
will not be possible at this stage.

5. Show the video or DVD of “Toot, Whistle, Plunk and Boom.”
Discuss the development of ancient instruments to modern instruments

Independent Activities

1. Collect a number of catalogues for musical instruments.
Have students make an instrument collage.
This can be done by having students work in groups on instrument families, or by
making an individual collage using a variety of instruments.
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Draw and label using a picture as a guide, any musical instrument.

Using a list of instruments, students can create a word search. These can be

exchanged with a partner, and when completed, marked by the creator.

Have each student make a percussion instrument.

Discuss criteria for percussion instruments.
The instrument must be accompanied by a list of materials used and directions for

assembly.

The instrument should be presented and demonstrated to the class.

Following the presentations, ask the class to group the instruments according to
criteria developed in class. This may be the materials used or the way they are

played.

Use the instruments as an accompaniment to some favorite songs,

Rubric:

Expectations: - students will identify individual instruments of the

string, woodwind, brass and percussion families.
- students will identify the tone color (specific sounds)
of individual instruments of the orchestra.

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Identifies
instruments of
the orchestral

Student rarely
1dentifies the
instruments of

Student
sometimes
identifies the

Student usually
1dentifies the
instruments of

Student
accurately
identifies the

families the orchestral instruments of | the orchestral instruments of

families. the orchestral families. the orchestral
families. families.

Identifies the Student Student Student Student

tone color identifies some | identifies tone | identifies tone | independently

(specific tone colors of colors of music | colors of music | identifies tone

sounds) of music listened listened to in listened to in colors of music

individual to in class class class listened to in

instruments only with with some with a class.

with assistance. assistance. minimum of

assistance. assistance.
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G. Expectations: - express thoughts and feelings using other forms: language, visual
art, drama, etc.
- compare compositions regarding mood.

Teacher Led Activities

1. Have the students listen to a composition.
On the blackboard or chart paper, brainstorm words to describe the mood of the
composition.
Discuss how the various elements contribute to the mood.

2. Play two compositions that have several contrasting elements.
Suggestions: - Russian Dance and Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy
from The Nutcracker.
- Mars and Venus from The Planets by Holst
- Sabre Dance from Gayane by Khachaturian and The Swan from
Carnival of the Animals by Saint-Saéns.

- On the blackboard or chart paper, brainstorm words to describe each composition.

- have the students work in small groups of four or five, to create a series of movements
to illustrate the music.

Independent Work

1. Use the lists of words created in the Teacher Led Activities to create poems about the
music.

2. Have the students draw or paint a picture or design that they feel illustrates the mood of
the music.
Write a few sentences describing their picture and feelings about the mood of the music.

3. Have the students draw or paint pictures or designs to illustrate the two contrasting
compositions.
Fold a sheet of 18" by 12" paper in half. A picture will be created on each side.
Paint or draw while listening to the first composition, then create another picture while
listening to the second selection.
These can be displayed with the titles of the musical selections on the bulletin board.

4. Use the Listening Logs as a means of expressing thoughts and feelings about music
heard, using appropriate terminology.
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Student Task Sheet
Create a melodic ostinato to accompany a song.
1. Choose a group of friends in the class ( maximum of 6, minimum of 3)
Your teacher may do this.

2. Your group is going to create an accompaniment for a song.
You may choose a song from the given list.

3. Decide which instruments would best work with your song. . Think about tone
color, duration ( how long the sound lasts ) and mood of the song. Choose any 2

of the available instruments in the classroom.

4. Plan how these instruments will be played. Experiment to come up with the best
accompaniment you can.

5. Create a melodic ostinato to complement your accompaniment and the song.

6. Decide who is going to play, and who is going to sing when you present for the
class.

7. Practise your performance until you feel secure.

8. Present your song, with ostinato, to the class.

Group names:
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