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The Novel Approach:   The Revolutionary War
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Understanding the Story.

Read the indicated chapters, then answer the following sentences in complete
sentences.  Refer to the novel for information when necessary.

Chapters 1, 2 & 3
1. What was the purpose of the Adventure Club?
2. Matt reluctantly decided to take Katie to the overnight camp out.   Why?
3. The boys all had special assignments in the club.

What were these assignments?
4. At first Katie is disappointed with the Adventure Club.  Explain why.
5. How does Katie convince the boys to take her on the hike? 

Chapter 4, 5 & 6
1. What was strange about the lake?
2. How and when did people disappear on Lake Levy?
3. When the boat came close to Matt and Katie how did he feel?
4. Before Matt opened his eyes he knew something was wrong.  How did he

know this?
5. What happened to Katie?

Chapters 7, 8 & 9
1. Who was in the wooden boat that came towards them?
2. Who rescued Katie from the ice floe?
3. General Washington had not heard of Nebraska.  Why not?
4. Matt was surprised by the uniforms of the soldiers.  Explain this.
5. What was the name of the river, and what were the soldiers doing on it?
6. What was General Washington’s battle plan?
7. What happened to Matt when he returned Washington’s cape?

Chapters  10, 11 & 12
1. How did Matt and Israel Gates help each other on the march to Trenton?
2. What does Matt eat for the first time?
3. Why did Israel join the army?
4. Israel said he had decided not to re-enlist in the army.

What were his reasons for this decision?
5. Who was Henry Knox?
6. Israel said the Hessian soldiers were fierce fighters who were to be feared.

How did he describe them?
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 True or False

Read each statement then decide whether it is True or False according to the novel.

1. The raiders stole silver and pewter from the Wakeman home. ____________

2. Hope was kidnaped and would be held for ransom.             ____________

3 Hope was glad when the wind picked up and the boat moved forward. ____________

4. Elspeth Thomas made Hope feel welcome. ____________

5. Mother Thomas did not approve of her son’s actions. ____________

6. Hope was very worried about her family’s safety. ____________

7. Hope climbed the ladder to pick the apples. ____________

8. Elspeth and Noah decided to sell Hope to the Hunting Town trader. ____________

9. Mother Thomas planned to take Hope home to her parents. ____________

10 Hope and Mother Thomas packed the stolen silver and pewter into boxes. ____________

11. Mother Thomas and Hope supported different sides in the war. ____________

12. Mother Thomas said that Pruitt Jones would help them. ____________

13. The Marianne was in very poor condition. ____________

14. Hope thought that New York City was noisy and crowded. ____________

15. Mother Thomas and Hope boarded at Mrs. Doyle’s house. ____________

16. Mother Thomas contracted scarlet fever in New York City. ____________

17. Mrs. Willows took good care of Mother Thomas and Hope. ____________

18. Hope was inoculated against chicken pox. ____________

19. Hope thought that Mrs. De Lancey was a lady of nobility. ____________

20. Mrs. De Lancey was very kind to Hope and Mother Thomas. ____________

21. Hope enjoyed playing cards with Mrs. De Lancey to pass the time. ____________

22. The Tarot cards were supposed to tell what had happened to a person 

in the past. ____________

23. Mother Thomas did not survive the smallpox. ____________

24. Hope was lucky and did not develop smallpox. ____________
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Activities

1. Grandfather was a barber.   There are still barbers working today.
What did a barber do in 1776?    What does a barber do today?
Present your findings in a chart like the one below.

Things a barber did in the 18th

century
Things a barber does today.

2. There are thirteen chapters in Toliver’s Secret, but they have no titles.
A Chapter title should give an idea of what is happening.   It should be short
and have no more than six words.
Create a title for each of the thirteen chapters.

3. Grandfather said,
“We all have to do things that seem hard at first.”

What did he mean?   Do you agree or disagree with his statement?
Give some examples of things that seemed hard at first from your own life.

4. Ellen wanted to travel by stage coach.
What was a stage coach?   How did the stagecoach system work.
What would be its equivalent today?
Use the resources available to you to research stagecoaches.
Present a report on your findings and include a labeled illustration.

5. Ellen has ambivalent feelings regarding Higgins.
She said he was her friend, although he was a red coat and therefore her
enemy.
Explain what she meant.
How did Higgins show that he was her friend?


