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KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

Objectives: - to develop and foster enjoyment of reading.
- to encourage imaginative creative writing.
- to develop the use of the correct mechanics of writing.
- to research and present material on topics associated with
the novel.
- to foster discussion about topics raised in the novel.

Reading: Creative Writing:
- reading for pleasure - writing dialogue
- reading for comprehension - writing letters
- reading to gather information - writing poems using various formats
- writing stories
Vocabulary Development: Language and Grammar:
- homonyms - writing in complete sentences
- synonyms, antonyms - identifying and using:
- prefixes, suffixes - nouns
- contractions - adjectives
- plural nouns - verbs
- creating a Word Search - adverbs
- creating word puzzles - prepositions
- pronouns

- comparative forms

- compound words

- use of quotation marks

- use of apostrophe in possessives

Art Activities: Research Skills:
- illustrating events from the novel - using a variety of resources to
- drawing characters and events gather information
from the novel based on the - organizing and presenting
information given information

- drawing maps
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

How did Mrs. Quimby feel about making Ramona’s sheep costume? Why?
What did Ramona overhear when her parents were talking that made her angry?

The family received some good news a few days before Christmas.
What was this news?

Explain why Ramona was unhappy on the night of the Christmas Carol program?

Why did Ramona change her mind about not being in the play and decide to join
the cast?

Ramona suddenly felt very proud of Beezus. Why was this?

Explain why Ramona felt very happy while she was performing in the play.

Thinking About What You Have Read

There are no right or wrong answers for these questions because they ask for
your ideas and opinions. However, you must give reasons for your answers

Ramona and Beezus were very anxious for Mr. Quimby to stop smoking.
What other methods could they have used to help him stop?

Ramona said she wanted them to be a perfect family, but her father said there
was no such thing as a perfect family.

Do you agree or disagree?

What would help to make a perfect family?

Growing up is difficult and many things have to be learned.
What do you think Ramona learned from the events int this book?
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Creative Writing

1.

Rewrite one event from the story in the form of a script for a play.
Remember to include directions to tell the actors how to speak (softly, loudly,
angrily, etc.) and where and how to move.

It will be easier for people to read your script if you write the stage directions in

a different color pen or pencil.

Ramona was given the task of amusing Willa Jean at the party.
Make a list of five things that Ramona and Willa Jean could have done.
Give detailed instructions for one of these activities.

Research

The Ramona novels take place near the city of Portland in the state of Oregon.
Using the resources available to you, research this topic and write two or three
paragraphs that might be included in an encyclopedia.

Y our information should include location, population, climate, industry, when

founded and any other information you find interesting.

You may also include a map.

Integrated Activities

The Quimby family lived near Portland, Oregon.

Where do you live?

Pretend Ramona and Beezus are coming to visit you.

What interesting places could you show them in your area?
How would you entertain them?

Plan a three day trip to your home by Beezus and Ramona.

Drama

For creative writing you wrote an event in the form of a script for a play.
Work with a group of friends to perform your script.

You will have to practice it several times.

When you are ready, perform your play for the class.

You may use simple props to make the play more realistic.
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Integrated Activities #4
Cartoon Strip

Choose an event that you particularly enjoyed from the novel.
Take a large sheet of paper and divide it into six or eight squares or rectangles.

Make a list of things that happened in the event, making sure they are in
chronological order.

Retell the event by drawing a picture in each square or rectangle.

You may use speech balloons if you wish.

Integrated Activities #5
Make a Poster

You are going to create a poster to encourage people to read books
by Beverly Cleary.

A poster should be bright and eye-catching.

Use markers or paint and draw you poster on a 12" by 18" sheet of
cartridge or construction paper.

Display your completed poster in the library or hallway.
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