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Whittington by Alan Armstrong
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Activity Sheets for Vocabulary and Comprehension

I. Chapters 1 to 4

A. Vocabulary

Make sure you know what these words before you begin to read.
Check with a dictionary if necessary.

splotches obsidian shudder stench bales       ancient

motionless    farrier balked     stanchions     solemn

B. Read Chapters 1 to 4.

C. Understanding the Novel

Answer the questions in complete sentences.  Remember to check spelling and punctuation.

1. Why had Whittington left his old home?

2. Explain why Whittington asked for permission to enter the barn.

3. The Lady was in charge of the barn.    Why was this?

4. Why were Aramis and Li’l Spooker for sale so cheaply?

5. The arrival of the horses changed how Abby and Ben began their day.  Why?

D. Thinking About the Novel

These questions ask for your ideas and opinions, therefore there are no right or wrong
answer, however you must make sure you give reasons for your answers.

1. Into which genre or category would you put this novel after reading the first four
chapters?   Why?

2. What kind of a person is Bernie?
How do you know this?

II. Chapters 5 to 8

A. Vocabulary
Check with a dictionary if you do not know what these words mean.

predators remnants pungent ruckus strategy

plague fertile unperturbed
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XI. Chapters 36 to 40

1. Sir Louis had arranged a marriage for Mary. ___________

2. Dick was unsure about taking the voyage to Persia. ___________

3. Master Fitzwarren, always wanting new plants, wanted Dick to 

look for rhubarb and lupins on his travels. ___________

4. Dick was determined to see Mary Green again. ___________

5. Dick thought the bells were telling him to return to London. ___________

6. Ben’s teacher said she thought he should repeat the year. ___________

7. Ben said he would not go to Reading Recovery in the summer. ___________

8. The Lady said that Ben’s decision was a wise one. ___________

9. Dick learned to speak Italian and Arabic. ___________

10. Will came down with plague and wanted to return to England to die. ___________

11. Dick sent many valuable and interesting things back to England 

in the cargo hold of the ship. ___________

12. Spices were the most valuable part of the cargo. ___________

13. Dick had painting done on a shell and sent it back to Mary. ___________

14. Gent was a brown and tan duck who had been separated form the

rest of his flock. ___________

15. With Gent’s arrival, Whittington had a new best friend. ___________

16. Whittington watched and trained the two kittens. ___________

17. Coach O found that running laps helped Ben stay calm during his

reading lessons. ___________

18. The Old One gnawed through the cord and saved the kitten. ___________
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Grammar & Punctuation
Activity 6

Apostrophes have two uses: they indicate contractions and show possession.

    I. Contractions occur when two words are combined.

The apostrophe shows where letters have been omitted.
Examples: would not - wouldn’t  I will - I’ll

A. 1. List ten examples of contractions from the novel.

2. Write the contraction in its long form.

    II.   An apostrophe is also used to show possession.

     Examples:     Whittington’s story - the story told by Whittington
     the King’s jewels - the jewels belonging to the King
    the horse’s food - the food belonging to the horse

          the horses’ food - the food belonging to the horses
Ben and Abby’s grandmother - the grandmother of Ben and Abby

* Note the different position of the apostrophe when used with
     plural nouns.

** Note that when something is owned by two people the                         
apostrophe is placed in the second of these.

B. 1. List ten examples from the novel of an apostrophe being used to show
possession.

2. Explain what is possessed and who owns it.

Example: - Ben’s embarrassment - the embarrassment suffered by Ben
- Master Fitzwarren’s kindness - the kindness shown by    
Master Fitzwarren
- the animals’ home - the home belonging to the animals
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Research
Activity Card 3

The novel mentions that plague was very common in countries in earlier times.

The Black Death which swept Europe in the middle of the Fourteenth Century took
a devastating toll of human life.

What was the Black Death?   What caused it?  What were its symptoms?
 Was there a cure? What was the result of the Black Death?   Is it still a problem today?

Using any resources available to you, find the answers to these questions and present your
findings in the form of a magazine article.

Research
Activity Card 4

In Chapter 13 of the novel the Lady tells the animals a fable about a lion and a mouse.

What is a fable?

Many fables are credited to a man called Aesop who lived in ancient Greece. 

Go to the library or use any other resource to read some fables told by Aesop.

Create a chart to show the titles of at four or five fables, a sentence to tell the story 
and the lesson that Aesop wanted the listeners to learn. 
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Integrated Activities
Activity Card 7

Work with one or two partners for this activity.

Create a game based on this novel.
It can be a board game, a card game or one that uses a board and cards.
The game can be based on the events that take place in the barnyard or the life 
of  Dick Whittington.

Consider:  a) the objective of the game.
b) the rules of the game.
c) the number of players.
d) how to play the game.

When the game is finished, play it two or three times to determine if any 
changes need to be made. 
Teach your game to other members of the class, then ask them to evaluate 
the game.

Integrated Activities
Activity Card 8

On a map of the world locate and label the countries and cities mentioned in the novel.

Locate and label the country and city where you live.

Choose five places mentioned in the novel and, using the resources available to you.
write five facts about each place.

Which place would you have liked to visit?    Why?
Which place would you not have liked to visit?  Why not?


