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INTRODUCTION

This novel study for The Zippety Zinger was written for students in Grades 4
to 6.  The novel is amusing and fun to read and also contains a very valuable lesson:
people are not the same, therefore they learn in different ways.

Many teachers have found that students who are not interested in reading, or
those who have difficulty with  reading enjoy these books, because they have as their
central character a boy who also has problems with reading and written work.   They
can identify with Hank Zipzer who has these same problems, but is very intelligent
and approaches problems in a different way.

Imagination is the key to successful and enjoyable reading.  When a reader can 
visualize different characters, settings and events the story comes alive for him or
her.   To aid in this creation the student is asked to illustrate various characters and
settings. Visualization is a major component of this novel study.

The unit consists of a series of work sheets involving comprehension,
vocabulary development, language skills and creative writing.   Also included are
suggestions for evaluation by the teacher, a peer evaluation sheet, a self evaluation
sheet, a student tracking sheet and an answer key.   

Suggestions for using the Novel Study

Teachers may choose to read parts of the novel to the class, to have students
read independently or to have the students read in groups.  This last is particularly
useful with students requiring extra help with reading.   Some of the books are
available on tape, and students often enjoy reading with the tape.  This will help them
to understand the plot as they learn to recognize the words.   It a useful; tool for
students who lack confidence in their reading ability.  All possible variations should
be tried to maintain a high reading interest, since the prime objective of this novel
study is to foster a love for reading.  

Intertwined throughout the study are numerous language activities.  These
activities will strengthen the students grasp of the conventions necessary for
successful writing.  Pre-teaching before assigning the activities would solidify
learning.
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Chapters 1, 2, 3 and 4  - Puzzle

The answer to the puzzle can be found in Chapters 1, 2 ,3 or 4.
Unscramble the circled letters to anser the question.

1. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___      -  found in Hank’s sock drawer.

2. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___         - Nick McKelty might say Hank      

was going to eat these.

3. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___        - Ashley’s Grandmother’s soup.

4. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___        - third grade nuisance.

5. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___    -  what Hank was throwing. 

6. ___   ___   ___   ___   ___    - Mrs. Fink doesn’t always wear these.

7. ___   ___   ___   ___          - Hank’s favorite baseball team.

8. ___   ___   ___   ___       - Hank’s Mom takes these classes.

9. ___   ___   ___   ___          - the class bully.

10. ___   ___   ___         - Frankie’s nickname for Hank.  

Ashley wanted Hank to pitch for the Yellow Team because he would be their

            ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___ ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___
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Chapters 23 and 24

So You Think You Know About Dinosaurs!

Test your knowledge of dinosaurs.
Select the correct answer or answers,    Be very, very careful!

1. Most dinosaurs were:
a)  carnivores b)   herbivores c)   omnivores   

2. The major dinosaur group( s):
a)   lizard hipped b)   bird hipped c)   dog hipped

3. Dinosaurs lived
a)   in the water b)   in the air c)   on land

4. Dinosaurs reproduced by:
a)   laying eggs b)   bearing live young c)   both a) and b).

5. Fossils are:
a)   bones b)   teeth c)   footprints

6.   A dinosaur with bony plates was:
a)   Triceratops b)   Tyrannosaurus c)   Stegosaurus

7. Some dinosaurs had:
a)   scaly skin b)   feathers c)   fur

8. Dinosaur fossils have been found in:
a)   deserts b)   the sea c)   Antarctica

9. Dinosaurs lived in the:
a)   Paleozoic era b)   Mesozoic era c)   Cenozoic era

10. Dinosaurs lived in the:
a)   Triassic Period b)   Jurassic Period c)   Cretaceous Period
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Skills Taught in the Novel Study

Reading        
                       - reading for pleasure                             
                        - reading for comprehension
                       - reading to gather information 

Vocabulary Development                                         
                       - solving a variety of word puzzles and various spelling activities         
                       - creating and solving word searches     
                       - creating a jeopardy type puzzle                      - dictionary guide words                     
             - missing vowels  - word definitions

Language & Grammar                                               
                      - writing complete sentences
                      - identifying and using:   
                            - common and proper nouns                      - verbs & verb phrases
                            - adjectives                                                 - adverbs              
                            - prepositions                                    - prepositional phrases 
                            - adjective & adverb phrases                     - plurals of nouns                                   
                            - comparative forms                                  - suffixes
                            - prefixes                                                   - similes                                                 
                           - compound words           - descriptive verbs  

Creative Writing
                     - writing paragraphs                                   
                     - writing an essay
                     - giving reasons for actions                           
                     - stating and justifying opinions

Research Activities
                      - using a variety of resources to gather information
                      - organizing and presenting information
                      - creating presentations
                      - Topics Researched:   dinosaurs,   nutrition,   the Olympics,   superstitions
                                                           making ice-cream

Art Activities
                   - illustrating events from the novel                   
                     - doodling
                     - drawing characters from the novel, based on the information given
                     - designing a trophy


