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Taking Sides

CRITICAL THINKING / PROBLEM SOLVING

Assignment # 6

In war, especially wars that demand a taking-of-sides by other countries not directly involved, it is
sometimes easy and sometimes not, to decide who is your enemy.

Please research the following wars to discover what the opposing sides stood for and why they
chose one side over the other when the line was drawn in the sand.

1.

The Seven Years War (1756 - 1762) often called referred to as the French and Indian
Wars.

World War I was the first war to involve so many countries.

In WWII, most of the countries of the world took one side or the other. The opposing
factions were the Allies and the Axis. Please explain.

In the War against Terrorism that began in 2001, a multitude of countries have lined up
on the side of the U.S.A. to form the Coalition for Enduring Peace. Explain the reasoning
on both sides.

What is N.A.T.O and what has it to do with the choosing of sides when war is declared?.

Please locate the press release of which the following is a part and read to the class:

From:  '"This is about Justice' - NATO Assembly President
Ottawa, 9 October 2001

The Assembly voted through a tough Declaration on the Fight against Terrorism
calling on all 19 NATO allies to redouble their efforts to meet the goal of the 1999
Defense Capabilities Initiative (DCI), and to use all available tools - legal, financial,

and diplomatic, as well as military - in a coordinated international struggle to defeat
terrorism.

http://www.naa.be/publications/press/p011009a.html
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INNOCENCE LOST - Two Wartime Diaries by Young Girls

Using Diaries as a Resource to Research Information on War and Conflict

The following diaries were written by two young girls. They give details of what is was like to live
through a war. Diaries, unlike novels, tell of events that really happened.

Two Wartime Diaries by Young Girls
Reading and Research Assignments

Group One:

“I see the world being slowly transformed into a wilderness, I hear the approaching thunder that, one
day, will destroy us too, I feel the suffering of millions. And yet, when I look up at the sky, I
somehow feel that everything will change for the better, that this cruelty too shall end, that peace and
tranquility will return once more. In the meantime, I must hold on to my ideals. Perhaps the day will
come when I'll be able to realize them!"

-- Anne Frank’, age 15, July 15, 1944

Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
Preface by Eleanor Roosevelt - 1942 - Bantam Books; ISBN: 0553296981

Group Two:

It was September of 1991. Before long, war would break out in Sarajevo. Of course, when 11-year-
old Zlata Filipovic began to keep a diary, she did not know or suspect anything about a war. She was
just a little girl and in words of wisdom, such as we label "out-of-the-mouths-of-babes" she wrote of
her life, the horrors of war, the deaths of her young friends, the hunger and the fear. Her book is not
the philosophical treasure that is The Diary of Anne Frank, but still it calls out to every one of us to
look and to see what we do to our children in wartime, and having seen, to change those things
forever.

Zlata's Diary: A Child's Life in Sarajevo by Zlata Philopovich
Reprint Edition Paperback : Published by Penguin USA (Paper)
Publication date: February 1995 - ISBN: 0140242058

> http://books.rpmdp.com/rated97/frank.htm
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Group Three:

During the Second World War, Japanese Canadians were rounded up, their possessions confiscated,
and their lives totally disrupted. After the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941
intolerance of the considerable Japanese population in Canada mushroomed out of control, and
thousands of Japanese Canadians were forced from their homes and transported to Internment
Camps. May it serve as a constant reminder of our past so that Canadians in the future will never
again be denied their constitutional rights and may the remembrance of that experience serve to
advance the evolution of the human spirit.

Plaque at the Poston Relocation Center
How could such a tragedy have occurred in a democratic society that prides itself on individual
rights and freedoms?... I have brooded about this whole episode on and off for the past three
decades.

[ Milton S. Eisenhower in The President Is Calling]
In the entire course of the war, 10 Canadian people were convicted of spying for Japan, all of whom
were Caucasian.

Studying the Diaries

1. Because presentations will expose the entire class to research done on the two girls' wartime
diaries as well as the diary written by Group Three, it is respectfully suggested, that students
from all three groups, each have a copy of each of the two diaries, and that they follow along
as these are both read aloud to the entire class [by teacher or a student who has excellent
reading skills.]
This provides all groups with the same backgrounds from which to build their work and
starts all students off on an even playing field.

2. Three groups should be chosen by the teacher.
These groups will be operating at different levels of difficulty, depending on the Reading

Proficiency required by their assignment.

3. Each group should include at least one relatively excellent reader and one relatively excellent
writer, at the grade level of each assignment..

4. Groups One and Two will study one of the diaries.

5. The third group will write a fictional wartime diary.
Group Three's assignment is to research the sad and regrettable incarceration of Canadian
Japanese people during WWII, and to express what you learn from your studies, as a diary,
written by a 14 year old boy or girl imprisoned for years behind barbed wire.

6. Each student will work cooperatively with the others in his/her particular group.

7. At a convenient time, chosen by the teacher, individual students will be withdrawn from the
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